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1. Why research your family history?

• Emotional rewards

• Easier than ever before

• Working with primary sources

• Social history

• A family hobby
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Emotional Rewards

• Where do you come from? 

• Why you look the way you do?

• Why your ancestors emigrated?

• Understanding the past 

• We are all products of our ancestors’ choices

• Sense of identity



Emotional Rewards

• Surprising discoveries and 'skeletons’

• Bigamy

• Criminal justice

• Transportation

• Execution

• Illegitimacy

• Hobby that continues to evolve - with each 

generation the number of people you are tracing 

doubles



Easier Than Ever Before

• The history of family history 

• Heightened awareness due to celebrity links (BBC’s 

WDYTYA?)

• Impact of the worldwide web

• Family history research process revolutionized 

• Records are now infinitely more accessible

• Research can be done at home at any time of day or night

• Results available within seconds

• Effective combination of Internet research and traditional 

research methods (records and repositories)



Working With Primary Sources

• Term used to describe source material closest to the person, 

information, period, or idea being studied

• Historical primary sources are the foundation from which we 

can build our knowledge of the world around us 

• Primary sources have the most objective connection to the 

past - they "speak for themselves" in ways that cannot be 

captured through the filter of secondary sources



Social History

“An area of historical study, considered by some 
to be a social science, that attempts to 

view historical evidence from the 

point of view of developing 

social trends.”

WIKIPEDIA



Social History

• Negative preconceptions

• Viewed by historians as “the history with the politics left out”

• Defended as "history with the people put back in“

• The people’s history 

• Everyday people and how they shape history 

• What made the UK what it is today? 

• Local history

• Records of local housing, health, education, religion and work 

help provide a better understanding of ancestors

• Analysis of aspects of civil society that show the evolution of 

social norms including behaviors & much more



A family hobby

• Your family’s (direct and extended) knowledge and memories 

are key in your family history research – talk to them!

• Enjoying the journey together, discussing it 

• Sharing the findings with your whole family

• Something for everyone to identify with – children, parents, 

grandparents

• Books and posters featuring your family history research and 

findings can all be created online



2. Understanding Historical Records



2. Understanding Historical Records

• Record keeping

• Record types

• Ecclesiastical Records

• Published sources

• Digitization



Record Keeping

• Britain has an unparalleled archival heritage which 

tells the story of a rich and diverse collective past 

• Preservation of historical records is crucial to our 

understanding of our country, history, society and 

culture 

• Role of the Victorians in modern record keeping

• Centralized secular records 



Record Types

• Birth, marriage and death (civil registration)

• Census documents

• Military

• Parish, probate and wills

• Electoral registers

• Trade directories

• Immigration and emigration



Kate Winslet – Birth Index



John Cadbury – 1861 Census Document



Oscar Wilde - London Parish Record  



Will 



John W Mannell – Trade Directory 



Winston Churchill – Incoming Passenger List



Ecclesiastical Records

• Prior to mid C19th most records created by 

ecclesiastical authorities:

• Parishes

• Hundreds

• Diocese

• Prerogative Courts

• Often the only source of data pre 1837, and a 

vital source right up to the 1870s.



Published Sources

• Newspapers

• Hugely abundant and valuable source of information which 

often contain useful genealogical information  

• Directories

• Yellow pages of the past – a Victorian obsession

• Gazetteers

• Geographical dictionary or directory – useful to understand 

a place you are researching



Published Sources

• Published sources can also tell us the most emotive 

details…

NEWSPAPER EXTRACT:

FEAST FOR THE POOR. On Christmas-day, the poor in Truro workhouse were 
treated with a dinner of roast beef and plum pudding, and a pint of beer 
each, which had been kindly provided by the private subscription of the 

gentlemen composing the board of guardians. Seventy-two persons sat down 
to dinner, the average of whose ages was upwards of 70 years. The inmates 

of Probus workhouse had a similar treat.

West Briton Newspaper 29 DECEMBER 1843, Friday



3. How To Build Your Family Tree



Getting Started

• Why start a family tree on Ancestry.co.uk? 

• Access to other member trees and historical records

• It enables you to compile your findings into one place 

• Ancestry database automatically searches for matches – quick and easy

• Your family tree will be safe  

• How to start? 

• Go to a tree page and fill in as much information as possible 

• Start with yourself and work backwards to your parents and 
grandparents - enter names, dates and places 

• Accept the correct hints

• Different tree views available

• Types of tree

• Public – this will enable other Ancestry.co.uk members to view your tree

• Private – your tree will remain private to other Ancestry.co.uk members



Attaching Historical Records

• Add relatives to your tree straight from the record 

• Additional information underlined in yellow 

• What to add to your family tree

• Historical records

• Personal photos

• Anecdotal stories

• Inviting family members

• Member Connect 

• Tool that scans public member trees on Ancestry.co.uk to find 

members researching the people in your tree. You'll be able to decide 

if you want to connect to matching ancestors in other trees to build a 

network for each ancestor in your tree.



Hinting System and Shoebox

• Hints within the tree 

• When to accept or reject

• Searching for records from the tree

• Shoebox

• Place to save records if you’re not sure about them

• Re-visit at a later time


